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INTO THE 
Lngaurry of PENST'ONS 
o N THE 


1 R 1 8 EH ESTABLISHMENT. 


Jour 1, 1763. 


x T H E late extraordinary Increaſe of Pei 
; the Iriſh Eſtabliſhment, demands an r 
af this: Kind « at this Time, 


Tuis ons, is publiſhed | in London; pe Bri- 
tain is deeply intereſted in the Subject; and, with- 
out her Aid, Ireland cannot hope for Redreſs. It i is 
publiſhed ſo long before the uſual Time of the meet- 
ing of Parliament; that the Subject may, before 
next Seſſion, be conſidered in both Kingdoms, with 
that Attention which it s Importance to both re- 


| ne | 
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Mx, whoſe Intereſt leads them to purfue Mea- 
ſures hurtful to the Public, eaſily find anonymous 
Writers, with Talents fitted to puzzle and miſlead 
by Sophiſtry and Deelamation ; which a Man of 
Reputation would be aſhamed to avow or contend 
with. This induced me to inſert my Name in the 


Title-Page ; and will, Thope, juſtify me in declar- 


ing, that I ſhall confider an anonymous Anſwer as 
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Tur Subject, at firſt Sight, ſeems delicate 7 But, 
on a clofer Inſpection, it appears other wiſe. Enlarg- 


ing the power or permanent property of the Crown 


beyond their true bounds, being equally hurtful 
to the inſeparable Intereſts of the Ctown' and Na- 


tion; the Love of my Country and my Duty to the 


Crown, both concur in mpving me to ſpeak my 
Sentiments upon this Occaſion without Reſerve. 


In pH Freedom of Speech, upon this Subject, 
muſt appear abſolutely neceſſary to every Man 

8 d ele that a very conſiderable part of that 
hetvy Load of Per ſions, now ſubſiſtiug on the Iriſt 
Eſtabliſbmept, has been impoſed in the laſt two 
Mogthis; and that , unlimited Power of granting 
Penſions on iat Efdblifhment to the full Amount 
of the Ir; Heregitary Revenue, is claimed by Mi- 
niſters on behalf the Crown. If this Claim be 
juſt, Lelauſ? Exiſtence, as a Country of Liberty 


e tag £5 3.48 > «| 13 « z . 3 
and Property, is at an End. 
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Taz Amount of the civil Penſions on the Jrifþ 
Eſtabliſhment continued much the fame, without 
any conſiderable Variation, for about twenty Years 
antece.icut to the Year 1756; but is now almoſt 
doubled. Er pf Fro x 
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T1 HE clear Le of the Hereditary Revenue of 


' Ireland, at a Medium of three Years ending at La- 
3-Day 1561, amounted to four hundred and eleven 
thouſand five hundred and fifteen Pounds per An- 
num. The Danger to Ireland, from an unlimited 
Power in the Crown over this Revenue (one Year's 


Income whereof, is not much leſs than one half of 


the whole circulating Money in that Kingdom) I 
hall not enlarge on. How far a Power to apply an 
LI. Fund, which already, in the Infancy of 1riþ 


rade, amounts to ſo much; and may amount to 


double, perhaps treble that Sum, if Feland lives 
to Maturity; how far a Power to apply ſo large 
a Fund in a calculated for extending Miniſ- 

r terial Influence, might, in it's Conſequences, affect 
| Great-Britain ; Let Eritons judge. | 


Tus Revenue of the Crown is two-fold ; a pub- 
"be Revenue, limited on public Uſes; therefore, una- 
| hierable; and a private Revenue not limited to any 
Uſdes; but alienable or applicable as the Crown thinks 
fit. In the latter, the Crown has a private Property; 
the ſame abſolute, unlimited Property, that a pri- 

vate Perſon has in his Eſtate: But, in the former, 
the Crown is a Truſtee for the Public; and there- 
fore has no Right to diſpaſe of it, to any other than 
. Public Uſes. The old Opinion of ſome ſpecula- 
tive Men, that the Crown is a Truſtee for the Pub- 
, of all it's Property, is long exploded ; nor had 
it ever any ſolid Foundation. A Truſtee has a li- 
mited Property; he cannot alien; and muſt diſ- 
poſe of the Profits, according to the Purpoſes of the 
Truft : But the Right of the Crown to alien what 
it had by the Common Law (its antient Demeſne- 


Lands, Forfeitures for Treaſon and Felony, &c.) 


was never diſputed in a Court of Juſtice. Tis 
true, many Grants of this Kind have been ſet aſide 
.. 1.2 by 
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6 
. by Accs of Parliament; as being improperly ob- 


tained ; But the making of theſe Acts clearly ſhews, tio 
that the Grants were valid in Law, otherwiſe there apf 
would have been no Occaſion for Acts of Parli - Na 
ment to annul them. 4 1 
\ Henr, it may he proper to obſerve; that ad-. W. 
plying to any private Uſe, in the Way of Penſion | Ui 
er otherwiſe, any Part of the Profits or Income of pe 

a Revenue, is, for ſo much, an Alienation, If the this 


Crown has a Right to grant, out of any Revenue, 
a Penſion to continue for a ſingle Year, or determi- 
nable at Pleaſure; it has a Right to grant the ſame 


Penſion in Perpetuity; if the Revenue be perpe- dag 
' tual: And if it has a 1 to grant out of any Re- 1 
venue, the ſmalleſt Penſion in Perpetuity; it has a 


Right to grant Penſions in Perpetuity, to the full 
Amount of the Revenue; and an equal Right to 


fell the Inheritance of the Revenue, all at once, 4 

and apply the Purchaſe-Money to any private Uſes. Wo 

Ir is not pretended, that the Crgwn has any o- | Rav 
i ther than a public unalienable Property in the Iriſ 
| temporary Duties: nor, indeed, can there be any | all C 
| retence for a Claim of private property therein; tri 
| it appearing by expreſs Words in the preambles of Trib 
. ſuch of theſe temporary Grants as are not appro- | <c ro\ 
3 priated to particular Uſes, that they are all ĩntend—- ons 
| ed for ſupport of Government. There will ay: & 
| pear as little pretence for a Claim of private, alie- have 
nable property inthe Iriſb Hereditary Duties, which ' ons 

are granted by Act of Parliament; when the Acts of th 


granting theſe Duties, are conſidered. | 


Hexs, it may not beimproper to premiſe; that | thel 


the Intention of the Legiſlature by the ſertled Prin- Ba 
n Of 7 e | ; Reve 
ciples of Law, is always to prevail in the Conſtruc- | ded © 


| the dane not content t | 
Revenue ſh uld be only voidable b 2 Law-ſuit, ad- 


7 
tion of Acts of Parliiivent; whether the hear 


appears from the Words of the Act; or from the 


Nature and Ci rcumſtances of the Caſe. 


Fus Grant pr Exciſe dearly appears Hom ths 
Words of the Preamble, to be intended for public 
Uſes ur Pa 2 F the Army, and de efraying o- 
ther public S in Defence and Pref. er vation of 
7515 1 


I 7 is equally clear, from the Words of the Pre- 
amble, in the Act of Tunnage and additional Poun- 
dape, at theſe. Branches of the Revenue are alſo 


intended for public Uſes. — for protecting be. 
Trade of .. this. 9 0 Ld Sea, 4 A the 


lic Are, cre "IG 
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A THOUGH, this Preamble” (5 Ftichtly I caches | 
all. 1 75 of private Property n 1 8 of the 
Ti Curt Wo, 28 5 8 


ed In Heu of the 
7% Court rds, then aboliſh , Where: n the 
Crown, had a, private 52 8 6 0 "as the epſſ. 


ons which had been c 00 the profits of chat 


Court were very con! xe le; and as it men 


141 


have been reaſona nably apprehended, tha t the pe 


ſons who had loſt their penſions by the "*bolſhing 


of that Court, would endeavour to obtain a Re- 


compence out of this,new Revenue; therefore, for 
the more effectual preventing of all fach Attempts, 
Kar penſions out of this 


ded a Clauſe expreſly enacting, that allſuch penſi- 
ons ſhould be void; and empowering the 5 
xche- 
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all pretence of private propert 
the Revenue, inſerted a Cl 


cular, mult be 


F 


Kmebeguar, in in 4 ſummary Way, to ĩſſue proceſs for 


compelling the Grantee to repay all the Money 

that ſhould be feceived on 128 e of any ſuch ; 
Grant; and inflicting a Forfeitutt of double Value 
on every perſon who! ſhould accept of fſuch a | penſion. 


Tur Has granting theReveniie: of Ale-Licences, 
hath. no preamble mention ng | Us Ya for. we 


it was granted.” EIN 
% RAE. 


THe Legitiarare, therefore, in order to 5 
In this Branch of 
A , reſtraining 6 
a 
Crown from charging i it with | penſions: | 5 0 
Tur Act Prartiftg the Rebenue of ſtrong Wa- 
ters and Wine-Licences being principally nay. 
for regulating the Retail of theſe Liquors; and the 
Income that ch db x expected Forn it, bein 
ſiderable; no preamble Was t{btight of: i us 
the Uſes of this Srkit ; nor ay Clanfe inſertèd 
guard it t penſions: B as there is nothing 
in this Act, to dendte an Tirgntin'of private pro- 
perty the Ge e 455 "Net, in this partil 
verned b 


175 Grants. "Tt 51 50 eng 00 che ee 


the Heirs i his h. y tha 

the Words. of the Made make. ect den ant in 
Tail; yet, hen due Articles come to be carried 
into Execution in a Court of Juſtice, he is always 
made. Tenant for Life with ethainders #6 the: 1 
ſue; on a P 0% umption, that ſuch" was the Intention 
of the parties; the Intention being uſually fo, in 


ſuch Caſes, Ibis way of reaſoning will not be 6b- 


you to, by any Man who Ano e, what! is 1 by. 
| 2 


bed 


Wal Intention of 


Henry VI 
made this, Tax perpetual. 


rally | xnown and n that the Intention 


is not leſs regarded in the Conſtruction of Acts of 
parliament, than it is in the Conſtruction of Arti- 


cles. Gentlemen of the Law know, that it is more 
| regarded 1 in the F ormer, than in the Latter, 


Tur old poundage of Henry VII. fm the ante- 95 
cedent Grants of this Tax, appears clearly intend- 
ed for public Uſes. In Davis's Reports, page 11. a- 
Book of undoubted Authority, we have the fol- 
lowing — of it. 3 [ 


Ch 


An Act was made in the 14th of Edward IV. 


erecting a Military Corporation called the Frater- 


nity of St. George, and granting to them and their 
Succeſſors a Duty of twelve pence in the pound on 


Exports. and Imports, for maintaining a Military 


Force in Defence of the Engliſh pale againſt Rebels. 


In the 19th of Henry VII. an Act was made which 


recites, that this Tax had. been converted by the 


Fraternity of St. George to private Uſes, and not in 


Diſcharge of the Public Service; and, therefore, 

grants it to the Crown f r a Term of five Years. Fg 

On the. 1 of this Term, in the 15th, of 
571 preſent ſubſiſting Act of pougdage 


Y 4 * 


Tur Lib Quit-Rents and n IND 
reſerved, on Grants of Lands, wherein the Crown 
had a private property; theſe Rents were originally 


the private property of the Crown : But by the 


Engliſh Act of 11 A 12 William IN it is enacted, 
that theſe Rents ſhall for ever bereafter remain aud 
be, for the Support and Maintenance of the Govern- 
ment of Ireland; and that. all Penofins, , fince the 
13th of February 168 8, charged, or (54s oo lo be, 
were . Sed be We | | 
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Ar Ho the former part of this Clauſe, limit- 
ing this Revenue to the Support and Maintenance 
of Goverament, clearly excluded penſions the lat- 
ter part, concerning penſions, was proper for tw WP 
purpoſes: The one was, to make penſions voi 
which would otherwiſe have been only voidabie ; 


and the other was, to annul penſions that were 


granted between the 13th of February 1688, and 


the Time of making the Act ; which might other- 


wiſe have been deemed valid. 


 Tuavs, it molt evidently appears, that not only 
the Iriſh temporary Duties, but alſo the /r;/þ Quit- 
Rents and Crown-Rents and the 1[ri/þ Hereditary 


Duties whieh are granted by Act of parliament, 
are all, the public, unalienable Revenue of the 


Crown, limited to public Oles. 


1 
» 


THERE are but three Biinches of the vip Re- oh 

venue, which remain to be conſidered; priſage on 
Hal Neve 

nue. I cannot find an Acts of Parliament, grant- 


Wines, Light. Houſe Duties, and the Caſual 


ing the two former: If there be none; the Crown 


is to be conſidered as intitled to them by Common ; 
Law ; and conſequently, as having a private pro- 


perty therein. The Crown has alſo a. private pro- 
perty in a ſmall part of the Caſual Revere, Pes 


longitg to ĩt by Common Law); Which is not diſtin- 5 
guniſhed in the public Accounts, from ſuch parts of 


this Branch bf the Revenue, as are Nn by Acts 
of parliament. | 


+ * 4 


I Do not find that PTY MIA Te of theſe Miſe Eh 


Branches (prifage' on Wines, Light-Houſe, Duties, 


and the Caſual Revenue) has everamoutited, i any . 


one Year, to Fifteen Thouſand Pounds: lf Te 
he ſo, the private Revenue of the Crown in Helen 
| (t 
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ceers, and the Penſions granted under the Dil 
of Salaries annex'd to uſeleſs Offices — a 


—— 


tn? 


(the only Revetite in its Nature chargeable with 


penſions) has never amonnted to 15,000 J. in any 


one Year, ſince the Jriſb Quit and Crown-Rents 5 


were added to the Public Revenue: as I am 
informed, it has never amounted to half that 
Sum; and ſo would appear, were the ſeveral parts 


of the Caſual Revenue Wen in the An 
Accounts. 


Tus Matter, then, ſtands thus — The Sow 


nue of the Crown in Ireland, which can legally be 
charged with Penſions, does not amount to Fifteen 
Thouſand Pounds per Annum ; probably, not to 


Seven: And the Peaſioas on that Eſtabliſhment 


an, (excluſive of the French Penſions, the Milita 


Penſions, the Penſions to Widows of N O 


iniſ- 
terial Stratagem of the moſt dangerous Tendency 
——) amounted to Sixty - four Thouſand One Hun- 
dred and Twent 25 Pounds per Annum at La- 
dy Day 1761. That they are, fince, greatly in- 
creaſed is certain; altho' the exact Amount of this 


Increaſe i is to remain a Secret, until the next Seſſi- 


on of the 7- fb Parliament: Bat it is no Secret that 


an unlimited Power of increaſing them, for Mini- 
ſterial Purpoſes in either aer. is aſſerted and 


inſiſted on. 


Tux Facts mentioned in chis Paper, are ind — 
7 15 The Reaſoning ſeems grounded on eſtab- 
iſhed Priaciples of Law and Common Senſe. La 


it be erroneous; the Errors, no doubt, will 


dily be expoſed to public View ; ar.d I ſhall not 


be aſhamed to acknowledge Convidtion : I it be 


ken the Conſequence is obvious Not a ſingle 
enſion on the ap. Eb nen, e by 
2 W 
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Law — All, clearly illegal. It is true, the Crown 


has an undoubted Right to charge its private Re- 


venue with Penſions of any kind, for any Term, 


or in Perpetuity, to the full Amount of this Reve- 


nue, But it is equally true, that the Grant of any 
| Penſion not chargeable in Law on the Public Re- 


venue, and yet charged in Fact on the Revenue at 
large (comprehending as well the Publicas the pri- 
vate Revenue of the Crown) is clearly againſt Law: 
The Crown is deceived in the Grant; and there- 


fore, not bound by it, 


Ir this Deception be, in its Conſequences, hurt- 
ful to both . ue ; his Majeſty, no doubt, may 
properly be informed of it by the Grand National 


Council of either. Suppoſing Britain diſintereſted; 
a Matter of ſuch Importance to her Offspring, 
could not but attract ſome Share of Attention. As 
far as an inviolable Attachment to the Proteſtant 


Succeſſion, can endear the Deſcendants of Britain 
to their Parent-Country ; fo far, Ireland ſtands in- 
titled to her warmeſt Regards. PF £ 


AUGMENTING Salaries annexed to public Offi- 


ces, whether Civil or Military, in proportion as 
Money falls in Value, has, at different periods of 


Time, become requiſite for the better Support and 


Maintenance of Government, and the Defence and 
Preſervation of the Kingdom, A reaſonable In- 
-, creaſe of Salaries annexed to Offices of real pub- 

lic Uſe, is, in Reality, 1 of the public Charges 

e 


and Expences; as the Hearth-money Act expreſſes 


it: But it cannot be ſaid, that a penſion of any 
kind is to be conſidered in this Light; whether it 
be granted as a generous Reward for paſt Services 
dane to the public, or from any other Motive. 


Tr 
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Tur Senſe of the Legiſlature of Ireland upon this 
point, clearly appears in the Hearth-money-Act. 


Although this Revenue, by the preamble of the 


Act, is to be applied to public Uſes, the Public 
Charges and Expences : Yet the Clauſe therein, 
annulling penſions, contains no Exception. in Fa- 

vour of penſions granted as Rewards for public 


Services. This cleariy ſhews, that the Legiſlature 


did not conſider (ach penſions, as any part of the 
public Charges: If they did, the Act would be 


inconſiſtent in itſelf, 


We have alſo the Senſe of the Engliſh Legiſla- 
ture, to the ſame Effect. The Act of the 11 


and 12. William III. before mentioned, after con- 
verting the private property of the Crown, in the 
Iriſh Quit and Crown Rents, into public property, 


for public Uſes, adds a Clauſe, annulling all pen- 
ſions, withqut Exception, charged or to be char- 
ged thereon. 1 „„ 


Nor nix d can more evidently ſhew, that penſi- 
ons of all kinds were intended by both Legiſlatures 


to be excluded from the Uſes, to which the public 


Revenue of Jreland ſtands limited. They wiſely 
foreſaw how any Exception im-Favour of penſions 
grounded on public Merit, might be abuſed by Ser- 


vants of the Crown and Miſleaders of the people. 


THis may ſuffice to obviate an Objection, much 


relied on; That expending a competent part of the 


public Revenue in Penſions, from a.principle of Cha- 
rity or e adds to the Dignity of the Crown ; 


and is, therefore, uſeful to the. Public. Perhaps 


Fe * 


the Granting of penſions may dignify the Crown, 


in the Eſtimation of ſome people: But, be that 
Matter as it may, the foregoing Obſervations up- 
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on the friſþ Hearth-money Act and the Eugliſbʒ Act 
of 11. and 12. William III. clearly ſhew, that 
_ charging the public Revenue of Vreland with pens 


ſions, is contrary to the Intention of oth Legiſla- 
tures ; that is to ſay, in other Words, contrary 
to Law. „ N 


lex, it is obſerveable, that a certain modern 
Species of Iriſh penſions ſtands condemn'd by this 
Objection. If che granting of penſions be uſeful, 
for maintaining tie Dignity of the Crown; penſt- 


ons granted for Lives or years, whether in poſſeſ- 
ſion or Reverſion, tæud to leſſen the Dignity of the 
Crown, in ſucceeding Reigns; and are, therefore 
injurious to the Royal Succzilors, to the Nation of 


Ireland, and to every Nation in. the Hritiſñh Domi- 
nions. Some new kind of Sophiſtry muſt be in- 


vented, to frame a plauſible Apology De the Ad- 
vero of (ch / 


 ALTHOUH the Wikio of our Anceſtors exclu- 
ded penſions of all kinds, as before obſerved, yet 
this univerſal Excluſion may now, perhaps, admit 


of ſome Exceptions, by a new Law to be made 
for this purpoſe ; enabling his Majeſty to charge 
the public Revenue of Jreland wit. certain penſi- 


, 


ons, under proper Limitations. _ 


Tax granting of reaſonable penſions to Widows 
of Military Officers, being uſeful to the public; it 


ſeems clear, that ſuch penſions ought to be confir- 
med by Act of Parliament; and his Majeſty ena- 
bled to grant the like penſions for the future, out 


of the public Revenue. Penſions. to. Civil Offi- 
cers, really ſuperannuated, ſeem to fall within the 


ſame Reaſon. And it may be a Matter, worthy 


of parliamentary conſideration ;. whether reaſona- 


ble 
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I I ſhall not, here, preſume to ſay any thing, con 


R 1 
ble penſions, which have been granted on princi- 


ples of Charity, ſhould not be confirmed in like 
manner. It would, at leaſt, be cruel, perhaps un- 


Juſt, to reſume them, Penſioners of this Claſs, re- 


lying on their penſions as legal, might probably 
have been thereby diverted from ſeckiag out other th 
means of Living. *** 
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cerning the penſions granted on the Iriſh Efabliſh- 
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that ſeem worthy of Parliamentary Confirmation; 


1 ſhall crave a little further Indulgence, to add 
any penſions have been obtained on'that Eftabliſh- 
ment, to ſerve the corrupt purpoſes of ambitious 
Men. —If his Majeſty's Revenues of Ireland have 
been employ'd in penſions, to debauch his Majeſ- 
ty's Subjects of both Kingdoms----If the Treaſure 
of Treland has been ex pended in penſions, for cor- 


| rupting Men of that Kingdom to betray their Coun- 
Fry, and Men of the neighbouring Kingdom, to 


: betray 
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dnn both. —1 Triſh penſions have been wa 
to 1 Gameſters and Gamiag-Houſes, promo- 
ting a Vice, which threatens National Ruin If 
Triſh penſions have been pilfered from the Crown, 
1 to raiſe and maintain an unnatural power againſt 
1 the Crown's Vicegerent----If penſions have been 
1 purloined out of the National Treaſure of Ireland, 
under the Maſk of Salaries annexed to public Off. 
4 ces, uſeleſs to the Nation; newly invented for the 
bl purpoſes of Corruption all Ireland juſt beginning 
i to recover from the Devaſtations of Maſſacre and 
1 Rehellion, be obſtructed in the progreſs of her 
1 Cure by c of oy Bot. Vultures, preying 
„ on her Virals---If,” quandering, the National 
l Subſtance of Ireland. in a licentious, unbounded | 
_ profuſion of penhons, inſtead of employing it in 
nouriſhing and improving her Infant-Agriculture, : 
Trade and | Manyfaceures: or in enlightening and 
reformi , Ignorant, deluded, miſerable _ 
Natives 12 Nature moſt amiable, moſt valuable, 
moſt worthy of public Attention) If, by ſuch 
Abuſe of the National Subſtance, Sloth. and Naſt 
neſs, . d and H Binger Nakedneſs and Wretch- 
| edneſs, Popery, N D e and Barbariſm, ſtill 


maintain their Ground ;- ſtill def arm a Coustry a- 
bounding with All — —— of Natur; ; yet, hi- 
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